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Non-classical psychology

is the science “of the way the
subjective world of an individual
person emerges from the objective
world of art, from the world of
production tools, from the world of
the whole industry”

Elkonin, 1989, p.478




Active mind (2001)

Rejection of Cartesian view on human being as

the world as separated from each other
Primacy of the immediate human-world
interaction

This interaction takes the form of activity that
transforms or even creates both human person
and the world (of human objects)

Human person as active self-creating agent

Special problem fields:
Image of the world, inner world, world view

Personal meaning and meaning field
Personality and deed
Symbolic and sign systems

Key references: Florensky, Bakhtin, Rubinstein, A.N.Leontiev, Mamardashvili

Alternativistic psychology (2004)

Unity of culture and personality

Systems perspective of human being
in course of evolution along with the
evolution of the generating systems
Personality as a knot tying individual to
social entities

The study of actual developmental
processes should be complemented
with the study of potentially available
options (alternatives)
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Non-classical breakthrough
late1920s - early 1930s

Kurt Lewin — Galilean mode of thinking
vs. ascribing action to inherent properties of bodies

Lev Vygotsky — social origins of mind

vs. its “natural nature”
Mikhail Bakhtin — open-endedness of human
consciousness, its dialogical intentionality

vs. closeness, separateness of human mind

Alfred Adler — teleology of human actions

vs. causal determination

Martin Heidegger & Ludwig Binswanger — Being-
in-the-world, Life World (Lebenswelt)

vs. adjustment to the environment

Non-classical vector

Monologism  Dialogism
Isolated individual  Life-world
Determinism  Agency
Potentialism  Existentialism
Quantification  Qualification
Registration  Action strategy




Tenets of non-classical approach
(broad)

» Being-in-the-world (holistic aspect)

* Primacy of interaction, activity
(existential aspect)

» Supernaturality, interiorization (cultural
aspect)

» Self-determination, purposefulness,
meaning (agentic aspect)

» Semantic content circulation, open-
endedness (dialogical aspect)

* Openness to possibility, divergent
discourses (M. Epstein), transcendence
of the given (possibilistic aspect)

Non-classical approach (narrow)

Mental contents and processes originally exist in forms of external
activities, objective artifacts and semiotic systems. The basis of all
the individual development is socialization = transformation of these
culturally elaborated and stored contents and processes into the
forms of individual activity (interiorization). Together with the reverse
process, externalization, it makes the

non-classical circle :

mind @ culture

activity




